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HEN a Nation is ET in a ciel 
War, and the Prince becomes in⸗ 
volved therein; his Part in the 
Confuſion is uſually, either to main- 
tain the juſt Rights of the Crown 

veainſ the Encroachments of the Subject; or to ſup- 

porr one Part of his People from the Oppreſſions or 

E of another; or to defend his Cron from a 4 

fion in his Kingdom who may ſet up A þ- BO IRE? 

qr elſe he may take up Arms to invade the Rights k 

is Hubjects, and fo be bimſelf the Aggreſſor; imm 

ich ſaſt Caſe: alone, to ſpare none, who have ei _ 

ter the Power or Will to oppoſe him, may be agree- 3 20 

able to A/dtbiavel's Doctrine, becarfe/ oe 1 5 JI 
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x that, in all Diſpures, that Party which 


ice un its Side, is commonly obſcrved to 


= . a 8 
1 * d 1 
= > - 
1 
- 


| be moſt violent, as hoping, by ſuper-abundant Palli- 


on, to ſupply rhe Defect of 1 


But, ja the three former Caſes, it ſeems manifeſtly 
the Intereſt of a Prince te give. a good Account of the 


Nebels, rather by reducing them to rltcir: Duty, than 
by deſtroying them by Fire, the Sword, or Gibbet; 
which are à Sort of Arguments altogether as prepo- 
ſterous to teach Men Allegiance, as to inſtruct them 
in Religion; and which, at long-run, muſt make the 
Prince the Loſer, by depriving him of at leaſt ſo much 
of the ofiginal Screngrh of his Kingdom, as there are 


' Perſons who ſuffer without Neceſſity ; as thoſe Syffer- 


ers have Friends, Aſſcciates, or Well-Wiſhers ; or, 
It may be, as there are Hearts ſenſible of Humanity. 
Not that this is a Point uncontroverted: For the 
warm Zealots for Government have ever been, in Ap- 
pearance, of different Sentiments, their Zeal either 
really bliading their Reaſon, or elſe being artifici- 
ally blown up to thar Height, on Purpoſe to diſplay 
it the more, and thereby to make their Court the 
more ſucceſsfully. Therefore it is, that, in a Caſe of 
Rebellion, they breathe Vengeance ; think no Reme- 
d ies ſo good as to make clear Work, and loudly de- 
clare, nothing leſs can be the Security of a Govern- 


ment, than the utter Extirpation of all who are its 


Enemies in the meſt minute Circumſtance ; or even 
who expreſs any Regard to Moderation, as if Amputa- 
tion were the ſole Remedy theſe political Butchers 
could find out for the Diftempers of a State; or, that 


*they thought the only <q Ta make the Top flouriſh, 


were to lop oft the under Bravches | 

In our preſent State of Affairs, the Politicians of the 
Coffee -Houſes are divided concerning the Treatment 
to be uſed towards the open Rebels who are ſubdued, 
and the Rebels incognito who may be brought under 
the Laſh. The far greater, that is, the noiſier Part, are 


for the utmoſt Rigor which their La ws of War, or Laws 


of Convenience can inſpire them with, Of this Claſs 
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Coats. Others heartily com he blee r 
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y Condition of their Country, and of Conſequence arg 
he for more 7 Methods: Whilſt thoſe whoſe 8 
Phlegm and cold Blood are diſcompoſed by no Sparks , *' "RM 
t: of Paſſion or Humanity, ſedately ruminate upon ſted- 


"= dy languinary Counſels : Counſels which ſhall pro- 
* duce Examples of a ſevere but neceſſary Revenge! 
0 which ſhall rivet e King's Authority, together with 


h that of the Miniſtry, and make them be duly obeyed 


= and perfectly dreaded ! 

* Hence that antiquated Maxim in England, Oderint 

4 dum metuant, Let them hate ſo they fear, hath, of 1 
I late Days, been revived among us; and hence it may 

= happen that his Majcfty, who is eminent for good Na- 


b ture and right Intentions, may be neceſſitated to pur- 
ſue Meaſures which he abhors from his Heart; it be- 
. ing a Thing not unfrequent for the Violence of Fol- 
lowers to puſh their Leaders into Dangers and Extre- 


, — 8 

4 miĩties, and to overſet a $8:ate, by obliging the Gover- 
\f nors to carry too much Sail. a i 
* For my Part, how averſe ſoever it may be to the 


, reigning Humour, on our Side, I cannor but declare 
my Opinion to be in Favour of .Clemency ; as alfo, 


A that, at this Juncture, I take Clemency to be the beſt 
A Policy: If herein I have the Misfortune to diſſent from 
* my Supeylors and better Judges, I hope they will have 


* the Candor to excuſe a Thing, which proceeds equal- 
N ly from my Zeal for his — and my Affectioa to 
my Country. I do not preſume to dictate to the Mi- 
niſtry, what or how they ſhall act. I would = fain 
© improve the little good Nature there is in the World, 
t which might be a Means to deliver the Miniſtry from 
N the importunate Clamours of the Blood-thirſty: And 
1 I would like ways, it poſſible, reclaim ſome in my o.FƷwv 
& | Sphere, who being poſſeſſed with a Spirit of Rancour, 
„I never ceaſe to call out for Slaughter, Forfeitures, At- 
5 tainders, and decent Executions: An Intemperance, 
4 which, it is not unlikely, may precipitate wifer Perſons + > 
* into unpopular, dangerous Courſes, to ſay no worſe; 77 
" and what makes this Ferment the more likely ] IRS 
vail, it hath the Shew of Policy and Intereſ f IR 
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s for Severity are not without 
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Side; and e ec | 
very atteQting Motiye to ſway them in their Coun. | 
fell and Acting. | 


7 


: Beſt, It is r thet there bath heen a moſt 

| lion raiſed in theſe Kingdoms, with 
Intent to dethrone his Majeſty, and, in his Stead, to 
impoſe upon us a Popiſo Pretender: That the Rebels 
deſerve the er Puniſhment the Laws can inflict; 
for if a Malefactor ſhall be hanged Mr ſtcaling a Horſe, 
or taking a Purſe upon the high Road, How much 


rather thoſe, who, in attempting to rob his Majeſty 


of his Imperial Crown, did what in them lay to involve 
the Nation in the worſt of Miſeries, Popery and Ser- 
vitude? | 

To which I anſwer, That it is infinitely to be la- 
mented, that there is ſo horrid a Rebellion. I am far 
from extenuating rhe Guilt of the Offenders; who, 


| Indiſputably, merit to be ſeverely chaſtiſed. But 


give me Leave to add, That it is not every Thing 


Which they deſerve, according to Law, that is ex- 


pedient or reputable for the Goyernment to lay upon 
them. They have, in a very giddy un juſtifiable Man- 
ner, expoſed themſelves to a ſharp Proſecution ; and, 
if they are puniſhed, they have none to thank but 
themſelves. They engaged in a raſh, deſperate, un- 
concerted Attempt, and have ſuccceded accordingly ; 
they now ly at his Majeſty's Diſcretion, and tie Que- 
ſtion is, Whether the Government ſhall ſhew Mercy, 
or take a Reverend Divine's Advice, who lately ex- 
hor ted from his Pulpit, To ſlay Man and Woman, In- 
fant and Suckling, &c. I cannot poſitively ſay, th at 
the learned Doctor applied his Text to the Times, nor 
would I willingly ſuppoſe him guilty of Heterodox 
Politicks, becauſe that may do Miſchief, tho? odd 
Notions in Divinity may do none; but, with great 
Submiſſion, 'metihinks the Choice of ſuch a Text, at 
ſuch a Seaſon, when it might be thought to mean 
ſomething, looked a little unconth, and ſeenſed to 
ſquiat at u hat doth not become his Function. How- 


ever, be his Sentiments what they will, I dare be bold 


$0 affirm, that, as there is Room for Mercy, ſo there 
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ſpilt on this Occaſion, the more it will be for the Ho- 


nour, as well as Security of the Government. 


* 


_ His Majeſty bath ic now in his Election to ſubdue 


the Rebels by the Ax ard Halter, or by Royal Clemens 
Cy. The firſt will render his Authority dreadtul, and 


but juſt ſo long ſecyre as it will not be in the Power 
of his People to ſubvert it: The latter will endear 
his Perſon to the Nation, and then they will neither 
have the Power nor Will to diſturb him. It is truly 
Heroick to overcome the Hcarts of one's Enemies; 


and, when it is to be compaſſed, the Undertaking is 


truly Policick ; ſuch a Victory would deſerve more 
than a Roman Triumph, and ſuch is now preſented 


to his Majeſty by Providence, which hath hitherto 


remarkably appeared in his Favour upon many Oc- 


caſions; and I think upon none more than this, that 


he hath, now ſo fair an Oppcrtunity of conquering 
more Enemies by one Act of Clemency, than the 
moſt ſucceſsful General will be able to do in many 
Campaigns; an Opporuunity not unlike that where- 
on Henry the Fourth of France ſo handſomly expreſſed 
his Tenderneſs for his People; when, at ſigning the 
Treaty of Fervins, he ſaid, That by one Daſb of bis Pen 
he had overcome more Enemies than he could ever be able to 
fo chith the Sayord. 

The Expreition ſpoke the Hero; yet it would come 
with more Advantage from his pr-{ent Majeſty, would 
he be pleaſed to aflert at this Time his great Prero- 
N of forgiving, which, 1 dare ſay, he thinks the 

righteſt and moſt valuable Jewe! in bis Crown. On 


the other Hand, the Friends to ſevere Counſels al- 
ledge, it is an caly Matter to harangue upon the Glory 


of pardoning, but the Practice is not ſo ſafe, where a 
Crown is at Stake. To forgive, ſay they, is to en- 
courage : For which of the Rebels would not relapſe 
with his Pardon in his Pocket, or after ſuch a Pre- 
cedent ? The Security of the Government depend- 
eth upon a reſoiute Conduct, not to be awed by Fear, 
nor to be moved by Compaſſion; not to puniſh 


would be to argue Cowardice, at beſt too much Eaſi- 


neſs. 
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fallibly we ſhall ſoon ſee the Judge and Executioner 
will completely tame the Faction. ' 


the Conſequences are not ſo clear as ſome may. flatter 
themſelves. It the Faction be as numerous as is pre- 
tended ; if the Spirit hath ſpread itſelf over the 
whole Kingdom; if it hath mixed wich the Maſs of 


= - but whet Men the more for Revenge: Which altho', 
as Things now ſtand, ir need not be apprehended, yet 
map, in the Variety of future Events, create no ſmall 
Danger. Iris impracticable, in ſo general a Corrupti- 
on, to deſtroy all who are infected; and unleſs you de- 
. ſtroy all, you do nothing to the Purpoſe : B 
* very Means you apply to remedy the Evil will but 
ee ncreaſe it, and that for this plain Reaſon, becauſe 
4 thoſe very Means, or the Apprehenſions of them, 
3 have brought Things to the Paſs wherein they 
are; and conſequently will reduce them from bad to 
| worſe . a 
I I conceive it will be readily granted that this re- 
bellious Spirit hath gained Ground ſince his Majeſty's 
happy Acceſſion to the Turone, and not through too 
much Lenity neither; for, to give the Miniſters of 
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| none who have fallen into their Hands; neither do I 
1 impute the Increaſe of it to any Rigor or Hardſhips 
F | from the Government; for that would be to commit 
; a Violence to my own Underſtanding. But I preſume 
it can juſtly offend none to ſay, this Growth of Diſ- 
affection is in a great Mcaſure owing to the ground- 
les Jealouſies Men entertained of the preſent Admini- 


e 


15 ty under it. How theſe Jealouſies were infuſed, is 
N another Queſtion, and not material to the Argument 


Minds of Men, ſo as to make them act as they have 
5 done, is as little to my preſent Purpoſe. But we have 
ſeen the Conſequences; and the ſame Cauſes may, ano- 

b ther 
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XY the People, then certainly all bloody Meaſures will 


ut the 


Juſtice their Due, I think they have ſpared few or | 


ſtration, as if they were ro expect nothing but Cruel- 


_— 


+, neſs. Let the ¶ therefore have its Courſe, and in- 


But in this Scheme, howſoever plauſible, I doubt 


in Hand; and how they have wrought upon the 


- 
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not perhaps be ſo eaſily obviated. i 

Never was a Prince more uviverſy well received, 

by Subjects, than his preſent Majeſty on bis Arrival, 
and never was there leſs done by a . to create a 


Change in People's Affections. But ſo it is, a very 


obſervable Change hath happened. Evil Intuſions 
were ſpread on the one Hand, and it may be there 
was too great a Stoiciſm or Contempt of Popularity on 
the other. — 2 

I ſuppoſe the Reaſon why the great Men at the 
Helm did not more induſtriouſly court the vulgar Ap- 
plauſe, was the Conſcience that they only aimed at 
the Good of the Publick, and ſo were the leſs anxious 
what Cenſures might be paſſed on their Actions by 
the undiſcerning Croud. Yer it were to be wiſhed 


the Circumſtances of Affairs could have admitted of 


their being as well in the Opinion ot that Croud, as 
in their own. Nay, I wiſh with all my Soul they had 
|  Reoped a little, ad captum, vulgi, to take in theſe 


ſhallow flutrering-Hearts which are to be caught by 


any Thing baited with the Name of Church. But per- 
| haps the Times. would not brar it. Perhaps in the 
Hurry of Buſineſs it was not thought on. Perhaps, 
after all, it did not make for the Endꝭ propoſed ; yet 
Rill we may learn this Obſervation from it, that ſince 
People flew into ſuch a Phrenzy upon the idle Sug- 
\ and Fears that they were fallen under a rude 
. Yoke, and to be governed by a high Hand, What will 
they do now when they daily ſee and hear of their 
* Coungrymen being whipped to Death, led in Tri- 
umph, treated with Ignominy, hanged, drawn and 
quartered ? They will never reaſon that theſe Things 
are the due Reward of the Folly or Treaſon of rhe 
' Offenders; but tho'a few, more hardned than the 

reſt, may take delight in ſuch Spectacles, or, it may 
be, think they do the Government Service by inſult- 
ing the Sufferers, yet the Generality will never be 


brought to believe, but that thoſe, who ſuffer only 


for Treaſon, have very hard Meaſure; nor can you 


with all your Severity undeceive them ot their —_— | 
O 3 
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SGentiments uni a fitting Occaſion. Reſtntmetit 


ces ariſe into Reſentment. | This will naturally be- 
get a Diſpoſition to overturn, what they diſlike, and 
then there will want only a fair Opportunity. The 

alities of the Sufterers, their Alliances, their Cha- 
racters, their being Engliſßmen, with a Thouſand o- 
ther Circumſtances, will contribute to breed more 
ill Blood than all the · State Chirurgeons can pothbly 
let out. | „ J 
It may be replied, That all this imports nothing. 
The King is in Poſſeſſion of the Fleet, the Army, the 
Treaſure, and, which is yet of more Moment, of the 
Hearts of much the greater and more valuable Part 
of his People; which I caſiiy allow, and am only 
concerned that he hath one Enemy in England. Bur 
would it not be of more Advantage to himſelt, to his 
Family, to the Kingdom, to his Reputation at home 
and abroad, that he ſhould be in full Poſſeſſion of 
the whole ? If rhe Keaſons I have laid down are of 
© Weight, too ſtrict Juſtice, which hath always been 
termed the higheſt Lajultice, may not only keep thoſe 
averſe to him, who are ſo already, but may alfo 
alienate more from him, and every Head that ſhall 
be cut off, deprive him ot Hundreds of Hearts. Mer 
cy, on the contrary, can offend none, and may, nay 
certainly will, gain over Thouſands Is there a Man 
alive who could take it amiſs, that his Majeſty thinks 
fit ro pardon thoſe who have injured him? In this, 
Inſtance no one's Eye can be evil, becauſe the King's 
is good; at leaſt I know no one but the Executionet 
who could reaſonably complain of this Proceeding. 
And are there not infinite Numbers ho would be- 
come moſt duriful upon any fair Invitation, upon the 
leaſt Appearance of Grace? The King doth not 
want them, you ſay, he is powerful enough vithout 
them, to'curþ the Stubbornneſs of his Rebel Subjects. 
He is! Then, for that very Reaſon; in my Opinion, it 
. - would be glorivus to receive them to Pardon; Le 
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a "they only Mercy is b when it is voluntary? 

4 and tiot extorted by the Neceſſity of Affairs. 

| . © Beſides, as well circumſtantiated as the Govern= * 
ment is ar preſent, Things may not always remain in 
the fame Poſture. In which Caſe the popular Af- 
fection would be no contemptible Article. In ol 
Perplexitics whereWith a Prince may be incumbred; 
the Love of his People is his beſt Security, and, if I 
may ſo ſay, the ſureſt human Fence againſt Mistor- 

\ tunes from Heaven; for which Reaſon, with many 
others, it hath never been thought Policy for a Prince 
to reject Opportunities of winning the Affections of 
his Subjects: Eſpecially when he is but in the Morn- 
ing ot his Reign, when it hehoved him of all Things 
to make the firſt Impreſſion favourable, and to ſet 
out with a good Grace: And perhaps there cannot 
be produced an Inſtance in Hiſtory of any truly great. 
Prince who acted upon different Principles. Some; 
who have filled the World with Slaughter and Con- 
queſt, may have proceeded otherways, but thoſe, I 
am confident), are ſuch Examples as his Majefty will 
not care to follow; ſuch who, while they lived; were 
never free from Jealouſy and Danger, and, when they 
died, left behind them the Reputation of ſucceſsful 
Oppreſſors, together with a Curſe to their Family 
and Poſterity. | 5 

It is owned the K ing hath the Army on his Side 
and ſuch an Army as both for Officers and Soldiers is 
hardly to be matched in the World: Yet till it is 

a Truth; altho* it may in theſe Times appear a bold 
one, that he who chuſeth to govern by @ milita 
Force, doth, upon che Matter, enflave himſelf ; that 
is, he can expect to be King but durante beneplatitd 
of the Army ; whereas a Prince who reigns in the 
Hearts of his People, is ſettled on the Throne be- 

ond the Power of any Malecontents to ſhake him of 
is Authority, and upon any Emergency may have 
as many Soldiers as he pleaſeth, and almoſt as he 
Hath. Subjects. But an Army effabliſhed; and the 
ne main Support of any Government; is at beſt a 
of unruly Monſter, which; when finds its owed - 
H | Strenghy 
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Strength, will ſcarce be content with leſs than giving 
Las. A factious Officer, or the Caprice of the 
Sioldiery, hath often endangered or overthrown a 
Sovernment which depended chicfly upon a mili- 


tary Force, The Pretoriah Bands have given Empe- 


rors to Rome. The Fanizaries have depoſed and 
Erangicd their Sultans, and advanced whom they 
. ples ed. Examples indeed very diftant from any 


hing we have now to fear. But great Events have 


often owed their Riſe to ſmall _—_—_— and that 
which to Day or to Morrow may ſeem unlikely, may 


in proceſs of Time appear to be a very natural Con- 
Jequence. The Parliament of 1641. which raiſ- 
ed an Army to ſupport their own Liberties, could 


ſcarce have imagined that that Army, a Creature of 
their own, and fo intirely at their Devotion, ſhould 


In a very few Years be made the Inſtrument to kick 


them out of all Power, and to ſubject them to a tyran- 


nical Uſurper. | 
To this I muſt add, that we cannot well ſuppoſe 


there will always be an Army in Being in theſe King- 


doms, I mean, a Strength ſufficient ro keep them in 
due Subjection againſt their Will. So that, tho* we 
might anſwer for the Modeſty and Fidelity of the 
Officers, and good Diſpoſition of the Soldiers, tho' we 


were morally certain that no future Temptations or 


Incidents would corrupt either the one. or the other, 
yet, when the Army ſhall be disbanded, thoſe Incon- 
veniencies, which I have already deduced, will oc- 
Cur ; and it may be repented too late, that there was 
not as much Pains taken to make the Government 
acceptable, as to make it terrible. And when I 
ſuppoſe the Army will be disbanded, I put the beſt 
Face upon the preſent Meaſures that they are ca- 

able of Suppoſe the contrary, and the Thought is 
intolerable. Upon the whole, the Governmeut, by 
a Series of Sevcrities, will find irſelf reduced to this 
Dilemma; either to perpetuate Oppreſſion and Miſe- 
ry upon a freeborn, and for the moſt Part an innocent 


People, or, at one Time or other, to be at the r 


of an incenſed Nation. The King muſt either a 
I * e eternally 
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eternally in a violent Oppoſition to the Bent of t:? 

Engliſh, and entail Bondage upon us and our Poſteri , 

by keeping in Paya ſufficient Number ot thoſe, who 
] 


will be Villains enough for Hire to be the Miniſters of 
their Country's Miſery ; or elſe he muſt try to play an 
After-Game, and endeavour to recover that popular 
Affection, which inthe Infancy of his Reign his Coun- 
ſeilors ſet at nought, and waſhed off the Minds of 
Mankind by a Deluge of Blood. 


How his Majeſty will like to try this Experiment, I 


cannot pretend to ſay. But it is eaſy to judge how 
much the Country will recoil at a Practice of the 


former Kind; the Country haraſſed with Taxes, ſank 


over Head and Ears in Debt, and fixed in Opinion, 
that inſtead of ripping up of old and provoking new 
Sores, our Buſineſs had been to have made the beſt 
of Things as we found them, and taken proper 
Courſes to ſettle the Kingdom, and caſed it of ſome 
of thoſe immoderate monſtrous Debts with which it 
hath of late been very unneceſſarily incumbred. 

This, I take it, is the Senſe of the Bulk of the 
Nation: And, if I am not miſtaken, even the pre- 
ſent Sticklers for Force, for carrying every Thing by 
a high Hand, for ruling by Red Coats, will, ere long, 
grow heartily ſick of the Oppreſſions, the Inſolence, 
the Outrage, the Brutality of Upſtarts; not but the 
Army contains ſeveral Men of Honour ; but theſe 
will not be the Perſons employed upon wicked At- 
tempts, whilſt there are Footmen, Coachmen, and 
common Cut-Throats enough in it to do the Buſineſs. 
And perhaps, tho', for a While, a Government may 
ſubſiſt againſt the Genius of a People, yer, at length, 
it will be found, that Nature will carry it, and re- 
turn td its original Form. 

It is not improbable all this Reaſoning will appear 
to be meerly ſpeculative to ſome, and ill grounded 
to others; and if ſo, I defire the Friends of the K. 
to take this in ſhort with them, If his M——y loſeth 
the Hearts of his People, then it is evident he hath 
nothing to depend upon but the Army: And if the 


Army be thus mounted into the Chair of State, and 


inveſted with legal Authority, I defire to know, _ 
| ther 
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ther they will always Cited rolled by their own 
Dependunt; not to ſay any Thing of the total Dil- 
© affeftion of the reſt of his Subjects, but too much 
+ © provoked, deſperate, prompt to do any Thing to ruin 
MS Thoſe who rained them. This, I ſay, deſerycs ſome 
_ Eonſideration. | my 
Wholſom Severities, it may be-urged, can do the 
KX — no Diſſervice with his People: He may ftill- 
retain their Affection, and yet let the Laws have their 
Courſe in puniſhing the Guilty. For, whilſt he doth 
not interpoſe one Way or other, of what Conſequence 
can it be to him, how many or how few are brought 
to the Scaffold? To which I reply, That tho' I dg . 
not know how it is, or why it ſhould be ſo; yet the 
Dead Warrant is always ſuppoſed to come from the 
Crocun, and that when the Crown doth not interpoſe 
in Favour of Sufferers, it is taken for granted, that it 
is well-diſpoſed to their Execution. I believe alſo 
the World generally concludes, Thar when a Man 
can do a Thing, and doth not do it, he hath no Mind 
to it; or, which is the, ſame Thing, he hath more 
Mind to ſomething elſe. L 
Among all the general Obſervations of the wiſeſt 
Princes we kuow of, I think there is none holds more 
univerſally, than, Mercy and Truth preſerve a King, 
and bis Throne is eſtabliſhed in Mercy. A merciful 
good narured Diſpoſition is, of all others, the moſt 
amlable Quality, and, in Princes, always attended 
with the popular Love. Clemency in a Prince, is like 
Generoſity in a private Perſon : It is a Virtue that ne- 
ver comes fingle ; and which, tho? every Man doth 
not ſtand in need of, yet every Man approves, becauſe 
he doth not know how ſoon he may want it ; or be- 
cauſe ĩt is natural, in ſuch a Caſe, to ſuppoſe one's Self 
if in the Place of the Perſon obliged. Clemency is like- 
1 ways an Argument of Fearleſneſs; whereas Cruelty 
1 not only betrays a weak, abject, de praved Spirit, but 
i IN alſois, for the moſt Part, a certain Sign of Cowardice. 
Hence it is a vulgar Remark, That where ever Wo- 
men are concerned in Robving, they are the Counſel- 
lors of Murdering too; and the Nature of the Thing 
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is the ſame, in greater Matters. The late King FR 
, liam acted a yery prudent as well as .magnanimous 
1 Part, upon the Diſcovery of a Plot agatut him, wRere= 
» in ſome great Men, now living, atterwards his good © "= 28 
> Subjects, were yery deep. He called a Conſultation of 
| bis "iP ſome of which urged him to execure eve- . 
e ry Man concerned in the Butinels ; After canyaſſig ] 
1 the Whole, he diſmiſſed his Counſellors, and ſaid to 4 
n one of his Confidants, Thoſe People think I bade had R 
8 nothing to do but to come into Engiand to be their Hang. 
e man; and ſo he let the Thing fleep, as well knows 
r ing that Cruelty is not only odious to all who may 
TY] be affected by it, but contemptible in the Eyes of 
> the whole World, oY 
8 Not withſtanding all that J have ever yet heard upon 
4 the Subject, I {till think, and I believe | therein ſpeak. 
d the Senſe of every diſpaſſionate Man of the Kingdom, © 
5 That the Rebels may, aad ought to be pardoned. Par- | 
n doned, if it. be more for the Honour of the Govern- 
1 ment to forgive than to revenge ; if Mercy be really 
a a divine Virtue, and becoming a Prince; if the Offeu- 
j ders be likely, by Lenity, to be won over to be good 
t Sabjects; or, if a general Act of Indemnity be the 
© Method intirely to break the Neck of the Party. 
„ When you reaſon with Perſons ciſaffected to the 
1 Government, and obſerve to them how juſt and mild 
f a Prince adorns the Throne, they challenge you to 
J produce Inſtinces of the leaſt Lenity under the preſent 
e Adminiſtration, from the firſt Hour it commenced, 
& to this Day. Who, that wiſhed the Peace of the King- 
h dom, or the Honour of his Majeſty, would nor be glad 
e to ſtop their Mouths with rhe 1 where, and 
* when, and ro whom ſuch and ſuch Acts of Grace have 
5 been vouchſafed? And which of the Rebels could 
— be ungrateful enough to reſiſt or abuſe Goodneſs, ex- 
y emp lified in Practice, as well as extolled in Theory? At 
ir leaſt, if there ſhould be any guilty of ſuch Ingrati- 
> tude, they would be left withour Excuſe, and the King 
* couſd anſwer ĩt to God and Man that he had done his 
1 Part: The Experiment might do much Good, and d 
9 Can poſlibly do no Harm. Let the People not only 
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A ber of the Lenity of che Government, but feel it, 


Jo ſeuſible themſelves of the ood Diſpoſitions of the 


Prince, may grow hoarſe with Panegyricks upon bis 
Virrues, and all to very little Purpoſe towards the 
Conviction of others, unleſs we feel the Influences of 
thoſe Virtues, You might as cafily have perſuaded 


the Ignorant, that, in the late violent Froſt and Snow, 
the Sun was exceſſively hot, when they were ready 


to ſtarve with Cold The Literati know the intrin- 


ſick Heat of the Sun is always the ſame, bur this 
Doctrine will not go down with the ruder Sort; in 
Things of this Nature, bare Hearſay or Tradition 
will not ſerve the Turn: Moſt Men require ſenſible 


Demonſtration. 


I own it is impoſſible to pleaſe all Men: When 
People are diſpoſed to find Fault, nothing is done as 
it ſhould be; and therefore it is I am for ſearching in- 
to the Fountain- Head, and for raking away the Diſpo- 
ficion to be out of Humour with the Goverament : 
Nor is ĩt a Thing difficult to be atchieved. One po- 
pular Act would even yet retrieve all} and much 


ſooner extinguiſh the Inclination, than any Severities 


can deprive Men of the Power to rebel. 

Neither, among other Topicks, which are the hour- 
ly Cant of our Friends, m I over: fond of the Doc- 
trine of making Examfles of Traitors ; whereof I 
cannot ſce the vaſt Uſe. Can it be of any great 
Comfort to the Royal Family, to think how much 
Blood their Succeſſion hath coſt the Nation? Will 
it be a delightful Proſp:& to have the Heads and 
Limbs of their Subjects thrown in their Eyes, as they 
paſs through any Town in their Dominions? Is the 
Reformation of our Kalendar to be made by Blood, 
and the Terms and Seaſons to be diſſinguiſned by the 
ſeveral tragical Executions? Or is Terror to become 
the only Nations] Principle? If ſo, I am afraid it will 


have no other Effect than to make Men more cauti- 
| | | — 
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To take off the Heads of the Party is likeways another 
Piece of Policy much in Faſhion, and recommended 
with Warmth and Confidence; although, at the 
Bottom, it may prove moſt unwholſom Advice. I 


rant a Multitude, without a Head to conduct them, 
a contemptible Sort of Enemy; but the Miſchief - 
is, they will not long remain without a Head: An 


enraged Populace will find out a Maſinello, if they 
cannot procure a Duke of Guiſe to lead them; and 
t ho' perhaps their Reign may prove ſhort-lived, and 
they be ſuddenly cruſhed, yet that depends. upon a 
Chance: And beſides, in the Height of their Rage, 
they may in an Inſtant commit that which is never to 
be remedied. . 
Again, it is nct impoſſible, nor unlikely, but 
that ſome of thoſe Men, who ſeem now moſt vislent 
Courtiers, may, from the Fickleneſs of human Na- 
ture, or from other Motives, lay hold of the Diſaf- 
fection they themſelves help to create, and may 
hereafrer ſet themſelves at the Head of thoſe turbu- 
lent Spirits, which might be now fo cafily laid. I re- 
member the old Earl of HHafisbury was the deepeſt 
in all the Meaſures which gave the firſt Check to 
that Tide of Affection that flowed in upon King 
Charles the Second, after the Reſtoration ; yet, upon a 
ſlight Diſguſt, he racked about, and ftruck in with 
the Malecontents; the Popiſhly-aftc&ed Courtier 
commenced Proteſtant Patriot. It was then no long- 


er, Delenda eft Carthago, Deſtroy the Dutch; but, the” 


King is beſet with evil Counſellors, and the Dutch are 
our only true Friends. So little is a Prince to conclude, 
that the ſame Men who adviſe him to any Thing to 
Day, will not, ro Morrow, be the ſharpeſt Auimad- 
verters upon his Mal-Adminiſtration, and upon theſe 

very Things whereof they were the chicf Adviſers. 
It is in vain to talk to the Wincs, or argue againſt 
Mens Paſſions; and I have no great Opinion of my 
| = being 
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| ESD. 1 
ous Rebels, which would de our great Misfortußgß 
but ir will never make them better Subjects : To dg 
which is the moſt reputable Ambition of a Prince. 
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becomes of his King, or his Couhtry, ſo long as his 
Ambition is gratified, or he hath a full Revenge on 


the Authors of his Fears: But on the ſober Part of 


Mankind it muſt ſurely make ſome Impreſſion, to con- 
ſider our preſent Circumſtances and juture Proſpect. 
What one good End, what jultifiable Reaſon can be 
aſſigned for thoſe Violences, which we are either to 
ba very fond of, or to be branded for our Indifference? 
Whither do thoſe Violences tend? Not to the pre- 
ſerving our Conſtitution ;, for, the fewer Shocks it re- 
ccives, the better it will be pre/erved ; dnleſs it be 
Iike ſome old Houſes, which, as People fancy, ſtand 
the firmer the more they rock in a high Wind. Not 


to the Honour of his Majeſty, for that will be moſt. 


advanced by the real Marks of Clemency ; not to 
his Intereſt, that being inſeparablz from his Honour; 
nor yet W the Advancement of che Proteſtant Religi- 
on; for I fear, nnleſs we ſhew more Charity, our 
Adverſaries will not grow much enamoured with our 
Reformation. | 

All Violences in Government tend towards break- 
ing up old Foundations, and when that 1s done, new 


Ones muſt be ſuperinduced. When the Fundamen- 
tals of a free State are begun to be changed, no Mat- 


ter by whom, either Anarchy muſt come in, and then 
God ee what will follow; or elſe abſolute deſpo- 
tick Power, and then we all know what is to come 
next: And whatever alienates the Affections of a 
People from a Prince, mult neceſſarily create a Con- 
cuſſion in the State. I would fain know what can ſe- 
cure a Prince who is generally hated, unleſs it be Ar- 
bitrary Power: And what one Mortal deſerves to be 


any; that thoſe Princes who have un- 
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Baut all this, you will ſay, doth not reach the Caſe 
before us. I hope not. I ſhould be loath to ſee 
ings brought to either Extremity ; and Im ure 
the Way to prevent it, is to deal mildly with thoſe 
unfortunate Gentlemen concerned in the Rebellion; 
ſome of whom threw themſclves upon the King's 
Mercy; the Promiſe wherof induced them to 
ſurrender, as all of them have need of it- There is 
a Word which of late hath been much abuſed, I 
mean, Moderation, and I ſhould be forry to find Cle- 
_ mency undergo the ſame Fate; I hope his Maje ſty 
will not ſuffer himſelf to be outdone by a Pretender, int 
perſonating the King. The Pretender declared u ge- 
neral Pardon to all. And ſhall our rightful King ſhew 
himſelf Jeſs the true Father of his People, and attord 
his Pardon to none of thoſe People, who (like King | 
Lear to bis Daughters) had fo great a Confidence in 
his Virtue, as to give him All? Sure he muft have 5 
ſome faithful Friend to let him know the Diſpoſi ions 
ot the People, and ſet before him his own Intereft. 
Was there ever a great, a good, or a happy Prince, 
that was not merciful ? Is it poſſible for a Man to fit 
down and contrive an Opportunity; where Metcy « 
might be diſplayed with more Glory and Safety to 4 
Prince, than at the preſent? What hath he to fear 
from a Conduct of that Kind? What Advantage can 

he reap by the contrary ? Fs | 

Wherever the good Men the Jeſuites have had 
the Superintendence of Affairs, the Influence of 
bloody Counſels have been very remarkable; yet f 
the Succeſs hath not anſwered Expectation. To ths | | 
ſavage Barbarity of the Duke of Alva was owing thb 
irreparable Defecti n of the Seven united Proviſces 
from the Crown of Spain. The unpopular Executi- ; } 
ons of Counts Egmont and Horn, was ſufficiently” re. 
pented of, when it was too late. The Succ nf . $0 Ns 

the King of Nauarre to the Crown of Fan me jon 
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- *preat Meafure the Effect of the implacable Malice of 
_the League againſt him. And the Weftera Aſſizes in 
King James's Reign, diſpoſed thoſe Countries to re- 
ceive the Prince ot Orange with open Arms, and did 
not a little conrribute ro the general Averſion to- 
wards that unhappy King and his Miniſtry; and- that 
brought about the Revolution: As if Providence 
were reſolved ſooner or later to turn the Weapons of 
Malice and Revenge upon thoſe who ſeem to be the 
fondeſt of them. Having mentioned that great 
Prince, ( Henry the Fourth) I muſt obſerve his Boba: 
viour towards the Rebels engaged againſt him; he 
ſpared them in the Heat of Battle, and, when the 
ſubmitted, treated them as if they had never offended. 
The firſt Night he entred Paris he viſited the Dutch- 
eſs of Monperſrer, though ſhe had been the Life and 
Soul of the League, and had injured him with her 
Tongue as far as was in the Power of an incenſed Wo- 
man and a furious Zealot, The Duke of Mayenne 
he made General of his Army; and did not dift-ut 
him the more, that he had commanded Armies zgainft- 
him. He had a truly great Soul, and ſuch will always 
diſdain the Coward's Virtue, which is Fear; and the 

- Conſequence of it, which is Revenge. 855 
One of the greateſt of our Exgliſb Monarchs was 
William the Conqueror; and he was the greater, be- 
cauſe he put to Death only one Perſon of Quality 
that we read of, and him after repeated Treacheries; 
yet he was a Foreigner, had Power ſufficient, and did 
not want Provocations to bave been more bloody. 
Richard the Second was, I think, the weakeft Prince 
recorded in Engl ſb Story; ſo his Reign was almoſt 
one continuedScene of Slaughter, from his aſſuming 
the Power himſelf, till he came to be ſtript of his 
Crown, and ſoon after of his Life. But it is need- 
leſs to quote Examples, where common Senſe is the 
beſt Guide. F | . | : 
-* The Part the Miniſtry have to act at preſent is in- 
feed delicate, as having a great deal to fear, and not 
much to hope, If they appear on the 9 
5 a 8 Side, 
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Side, they may be thought not ſo zealous againſt the : 


happen diſaſtrous, they ſhall always have the Crown 
and Parliament of mal 4 Party ; and it would be well 


fares, they are to run the Riſque of being miſrepre- 
' ſented at Court, as too indifferent to the King, 


eee ee IR 


to determine the Point. | 


& - 


, 1 
* . 
"x. bt 
- . = 


4 


1 


King's Enemies as they ſhould be: It they adviſe 
Severitics, and any Miſcarriage, Change or Calamity 
happen thereupon, they are to anſwer for it with the 
Heads: So that they are to ſtake their Lives ' 
Fortunes upon the ſrngle Point, that, let what will 


for them if they might take our a Leaſe of that for 
Life; or elſe, by propoſing moderate pacifying Meas. 


and too indulgent" to the Rebels, and of be- 
ing thought, throughout the reſt of the Kingdom, 
to be the King's beſt Friends. To this I have 
only to ſay, That if it be in the wrong Place to pro- 
poſe Temper at this Md it ĩs howeyer an Error 
on the right Side. It is indiſputable, that no real E- 
vil can ſpring from that Quarter; and I pretend to 
tell, by Adyance, that as perhaps ſome-who ſeem now 


moſt eager to harden the King's Heart, may live to 


ſtand in Need of his Mercy; ſo thoſe who arc for the 
leaft confined Mercy, will be found to have adviſed. 


beſt for the King's Honour and Safety: By ſo much 


s It is far better to correct the ill Humours of a Bo- 
dy by Time, and a ſober Regimen, than by unſca- 
ſonable deſperate Practicks to ſer them afloat, when 
one doth not know how ſoon they may ſettle apon 
the Virals. | i | 

An Error oh the other Hand will hang as a Cloud 
over the Promoters of it: And when it may break, 


depends upon ſo many Hazards, that no wiſe Man 


will expoſe himſelf, without apparent Neceſſity, to 
the Stofm. Eſpecially when he reflects, That the 4 
Will of this Man, a Second, or a Third, or of ſome- | 
thing yet more uncertain than the Wills of Men, is 


I think it would not be unſaſonable for ſome Men 

to recollect what their own Notions were of the. a8 

Treatment of the Catalays ; how many Declamati- 
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